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Aims

To share three cross sector initiatives, involving French as the 
biggest language, which have impacted positively on students:

• Babble writing partnership
• Languages beyond University Programme
• Immersion



Babble Writing Project – what?

• A co-operative partnership between CEC schools and The University of 
Edinburgh

• Languages are French, Spanish, German, Italian and Mandarin
• Advanced Higher students are partnered with one or more university 

students (year 4)
• They collaborate to plan and write a discursive article on a theme
• Initial meeting between school staff and university student in 

September
• Students make 2 visits to schools – one to meet and plan, one to edit 

and finalise
• Finished articles are published in a supplement to Babble magazine



The good

• University students are role models for school students who are 
interested in Languages. Similar in age. B1 to C1 in 4 years!

• Can discuss life at university, their year abroad and inspire younger 
learners

• Easy to manage
• Impacts positively on learning and teaching as discursive essay skills 

are already being developed at AH level.  
• Highlights the benefits of learning a language at university.
• School students proud to become published writers.  Many include this 

in university applications.
• University students are giving something back and gain valuable skills 

themselves 



The limitations

• Can be tricky for a few university students to have ideas and 
confidence with the language

• Balancing workload at the end of the semester – university students

•  Schools need to find their own topics which loosely match the AH ones

• School SQA deadlines

• Celebrations limited because of SQA deadlines and lack 
of funding



Positive impact
on motivation 
and enjoyment



Impact – maintained interest in the project

• 16 of 22 schools in the City of Edinburgh have taken part

• Next year it is 14

• French is the main language but Spanish close behind

• Student (uni) recruitment to the project continues to be good

• Many school students are inspired to choose Languages at university or 
another subject with a language elective



Feedback from our students
Rosie – French and Spanish 2023-2024

French: Code-switching in French-language songs

Spanish: Social media and travel

What did you enjoy about the project?

A highlight of the project was definitely getting to meet a current languages student as this is the degree I was applying 

for. As well as being really helpful with writing the article, it was inspiring to see their level of language and hear about 

their experiences. In terms of the article itself, I really enjoyed having the opportunity to write something in the 

languages I was studying that wasn’t just an exam-style essay. Being able to collaborate on a longer article on a topic 

of our choice really showed the progress we have made in our language learning.

Was there anything you didn’t like or found tricky?

No, it was a really enjoyable experience. Writing in a small group where we each wrote a section of the article and 

then wrote the introduction and conclusion and edited it together was easier than working in a bigger group on a single 

paragraph.

Did you enjoy seeing your name in print/being a published writer?

Yes it was exciting! Would have been nice to have a printed copy though.





The publication

https://issuu.com/llcatedinburgh/docs/babble_the_school_issue_-
_3

https://issuu.com/llcatedinburgh/docs/babble_the_school_issue_-_3
https://issuu.com/llcatedinburgh/docs/babble_the_school_issue_-_3


Languages beyond University – what?
1. ‘Languages Beyond University’ it is a course for second-year LLC students at 

the University of Edinburgh. French, German, Italian, Mandarin, Japanese, Persian, 

Portuguese, Russian and Spanish.​

2. The aim for UOE students is to develop and deliver learning and outreach in the 

language they are studying within a local primary or secondary school.​

3. The aim for the primary or secondary schools and Clubs is to engage 

with university students who will:​

❑ deliver a cultural project in the language they study​

❑ engage with pupils and teachers to facilitate the delivery of the language lessons​

❑ engage pupils in the learning of a L2 or L3, boost motivation and increase uptake in 

senior phase.​

❑ planning with students would begin September/October, with initial visit towards the 

end of the year and then regular engagement from January onwards.



LBU Topics

❑French art

❑French history

❑A newspaper in Spanish

❑Indigenous Languages of Sudamerica

❑Spanish through music

❑Chinese festivals

❑French festivals around the world











The good – St Augustine's High School

• We found the Languages Beyond University a fantastic opportunity for our 
pupils as well as the student delivering the lessons.  

• We were given the opportunity to sign up at the start of October and shortly 
after that we received an e mail from our assigned student to introduce 
himself.  

• As CL, I met with our student to discuss what the project could look like for our 
school and our students.  

• The project requirements were very flexible and while our student could have 
worked with a small group of pupils, we decided that he would work with the S3 
French class of 18 pupils.  

• Our student had an interest in history so asked if he could deliver lessons on 
French history as a cultural input.  He asked me to gather views from the pupils 
in the class on what they wanted to learn before he started preparing the 
lessons.  Ailsa Moore - CL



The good – St Augustine’s High School
• Our student came to us for 10 weeks, on a Friday to deliver these lessons to the 

class. This was the best time for the class and the student.  

• As well as presenting information in an interesting manner, the student also led 
short activities to keep the pupils engaged.  There was always time to ask 
questions – both about the topic being delivered and about university life in 
general.  

• Our student promoted language learning at university and was natural in 
delivering the cultural lessons as well and encouraging interest in university life in 
general. 

• Our pupils really enjoyed the experience. They looked forward to a Friday to see 
what the student would teach them next and they were interested in his lessons 
as well as finding out more about languages at university and university life in 
general.  

• This is certainly a project I’d be interested in doing again.

Ailsa Moore - CL



The Good – The 
University of Edinburgh

• It is an accredited module. Usually 
students choose the course because 
they consider becoming teachers.

• They are supported with lectures and 
workshops

• They need to write a 3,000-word self 
reflection on their development through 
this initiative.  Demonstrate autonomy 
and reflect on successes and mistakes.

• http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/current/dps/c
xelcc08004.htm

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/current/dps/cxelcc08004.htm
http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/current/dps/cxelcc08004.htm


Limitations (school perspective)

• Schools have a busy, curriculum 

• Difficulty to devote time to it

• 10 weeks out of a beginner course can have a major 
impact but if well designed, it is time well spent.

• Schools who choose to take part in this project love it and 
students gain in terms of their language skills, 
appreciation of culture and meeting role models for 
language learning.



Limitations (university perspective)

• Bureaucracy – PVG

• Classroom management

• Timetabling issues



Impact – Student Statements



Immersion – what?
• Afternoon of target language workshops 

prior to speaking exams
• Run by university staff, consulates and 

City of Edinburgh teaching staff
• Pupils from City of Edinburgh schools
• Held at the University of Edinburgh 

Outreach Centre and Moray House
• Languages are French, Spanish, German, 

Italian, Mandarin



The good
• Cross sector working
• 18 out of 22 schools participated this 

year.  Engagement remains high year on 
year.

• French was the biggest language with the 
highest number of students signed up

• In total around 200 students participated
• Enjoyment
• Perceived benefits (more later)



Limitations

• Complex to organise this year - 
tutors

• Last minute withdrawals



Impact – student satisfacation



Reflection

❑How crucial do you think these type of cross-sector 

activities are?

❑Do these activities distract from our 'real goal' i.e. 

preparing the learners for their exams?

❑Would these type of activities be feasible in your 

specific context?  Why/not?

❑Do we do enough on transition between school and 

higher education?

❑What else could we do?
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